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7 November 1860

Holland, Michigan

B. H. Ploeg continued his arguments over church matters with G. Wakker in this issue of De
Hollander. Wakker, by the way, is clerk of the consistory of the First Reformed Church or Pillar
Church.

In Dutch; translation by Nella Kennedy, April, 2006.

Original in the archives of the Holland Museum.

DE HOLLANDER, Wednesday, November 7, 1860
Brother Wakker continues that "Ploeg still drones on in the same way." But who are they
who are doing the same? "Ploeg first places the piece he read in DE HOLLANDER of
March 21, 1860," compelled because you had rejected the requested rereading of it. See
there the course I followed. Who continues to drone on? 1. J. Bijlsma; 2. a reply to that
by Ploeg; 3. after a long pause, Rev. P. J. Oggel; 4. a response by Ploeg, as demanded by
Rev. Oggel; 5. G. Wakker; 6. Ploeg's reply to G. Wakker.
Yet, you continue, "I feel compelled to advise you [Oggel]", etc. "because I fear that your
remarks will not extinguish the strange fire (see the meaning of these words in history,
Leviticus 10:1-5), but even the least appearance of error will be sufficient with
contentious people" (so the one who finds a error, even if it is gross and clear, is a
contentious person?) to scorn God's church and break all ties." And therefore Brother
Wakker gives Rev. P. J. Oggel this brotherly counsel.
Several people have frowned upon writing about ecclesiastical differences in the papers.
But several times the following Bible verse came to me unbidden while reading this:
"Thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal [Rom.2:21b]?" I approve of
the brotherly advice which you gave to Brother Oggel, however, but I do not applaud the
reason which have led you to that advice. For these are: 1. "That you fear that the
Reverend's remarks will not extinguish the strange fire" (in Ploeg); 2. "but even the least
appearance of error are sufficient for contentious people to despise God's church and
break all ties."
Is it not remarkable that you can express it so artfully —without proving anything— to
throw sand in your readers' eyes? Certainly, your cleverness may be admired by him
whose affairs you so bravely plough in the field. In light of the fear you reveal, would it
not be more prudent and not more dutiful to prevent [this], by clearing up the (rightful)
grievances of them whom you call contentious people, who "despise God's church, and
break all ties, etc?" Then you would be excused from being guilty of branding my
writing as"strange fire" (Leviticus 10).
But, Brother Wakker continues, "That I lay before you these letters is so that everybody
can see how to judge such writing and actions (of Ploeg)" (but this extensive reply is
needed so that people are better able to do so) "and simple, yet righteous souls will not be
stirred or trapped needlessly (by Ploeg) and scorn God's holy institutions." Belonging to
these holy institutions belongs most certainly the American Church (which we joined and
in which we have been incorporated), parochial or church school, in the English language
rather than in Dutch. Furthermore: English hymns instead of our Psalms, Sabbath school
booklets and Sabbath school hymns, everything in English.
Who would dare to think (if such was not already clear from Brother Wakker's letter)
that this is the same man, who fought under the banner of the Christelijke Afgescheidene
Gereformeerde church against the liberal Hervormde people, and even objected to sing
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the new rhyming of our psalms? And he defends the opposite now? We see therefore,
and once again, how changeable a person is.
"I (says Brother Wakker) focus only on exposing the first principles which are public to
all" (for even more clarity see my piece in DE HOLLANDER of March 21, 1860) "and I
hope that I am not forced any further to show such facts." Lastly, Wakker shows here
another frightful image, as that in Levitiucs 10:1-5 of strange fire. But know, Brother
Wakker, that I hope that I will not shrink from humbly replying --if such would turn out
to be necessary and the opportunity is not cut off— whomever he may be. Even though,
as you made clear at the beginning of your letter, it is for you "incomprehensible and not
credible with, and by, a godly heart."
But I would like to return to this phrase, and ask you: What is a godly heart? [It is] after
all the fruit of God's indwelling in the heart, which is revealed to the outside [world].
One knows the tree by its fruit. Naturally God has disappeared or was driven out of the
heart of all people after the fall, and the devil took possession of it, with all his power and
rule. You can see in Cain that the inside of his heart revealed the fruit of the devil to the
outside world: fratricide. [It is] the character of the one whose image a human bears
within him by nature.
But, to be brief, the Lord Jesus distinguishes the human family in two main types. Luke
13:10-141 [tells of] two people who went to the temple to pray, "one a Pharisee, and the
other a publican." (Their difference in character follows:) "The Pharisee stood and prayed
thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even as this publican." (Now he is counting his virtues.) "I fast twice in the
week, I give tithes of all that I possess." In his own estimation he was therefore probably
a fellow worker in and for God's Kingdom, but hear another principle from the opposite
character: "And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner."
Well, the latter is godly fruit, or the fruit of God's indwelling in that heart. Where that
light has entered and shines in the dark soul, the human being discovers thereupon his
lost state, death and damnation through guilt. That is what God teaches the righteous,
teaching humility and chastening, discovering redemption, where prayer for grace is
taught. That is godly fruit in principle.
Would you like to see that in its growth and in its progress? (For it never deteriorates into
a bragging and thankful Pharisee.) Hear that [in] Psalm 130:3-5, Psalm 143:2, hear this in
Ezra, chapter 9:6, 7. As lovable and desirable as the character (through grace) of the
publican is to me, so repulsive and so abhorrent is the character of the Pharisee to me.
Even if my course [of action], according to you, is unexplainable and not credible with
and in a godly heart.

I The newspaper made a typographical error, or misread Ploeg's handwriting, for the passage is to be found
in Luke 18:10-14.
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Another single question, concerning your exclamation: "0, were the heart filled with the
fear of God!" What is the fear of God? How is that revealed? I think [it is revealed] if
one does not dare to omit what God has commanded, chiefly because God has
commanded it, and who does not dare to do what God has forbidden, chiefly because
God has forbidden it. By our fall God's image is lost, God's law, originally incised into
our souls, has been erased or has become illegible, so that, as the Apostle Paul says in
Rom. 3:18: "There is no fear of God before their eyes." So there is no fear of God before
the eyes of natural man. "Where the fear of God is revealed in the heart, there it is revealed
as godly fruit, as a mark of being God's child. There is revealed the fruit of Christ's
merits as surety, for His people alone, for the seed which will serve Him (as Psalm 22:31
says), which He would see (Isaiah 53:10) when He places His soul as a guilt sacrifice.
To that seed is promised (Jeremiah 31:33) God's law in the innermost being, etc. I do not
want to say with that that they, in whose heart the fear of God lives, always will be
safeguarded against falling into sin, against wandering away, etc. No!
It is true that Job observed: "By reason of His (God's) highness I could not endure." And
Joseph said: "Would I do such evil and sin against God?" We also have another example
in David, called otherwise the man after God's heart, who was guilty for trespassing the
6th an nth
/ commandment by committing adultery and murder. But the truth in Psalm
37:24 has been confirmed to him: "Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down" etc.
See Psalm 32 and 51. But it is foolishness when one or the other person is worried about
matters and circumstances, and asks somebody's advice or judgment about this, after
which the question is asked of such a person: "Do you believe that I am converted?" Do
you believe that N.N. is converted? Do you believe that I shall lie? After the answer of
yes and no has been received, do you say then to such a person: "Be at ease now," as if a
converted person, from the power of his conversion had become an infallible being, and
allowed himself be blinded and comforted by such fallible representations.
That the fear of God is revealed very sparsely among God's children these days, when we
put the ninth commandment against the public writings about our differences, and the
conversations and judgments which circulate among us about persons and about those
writings. The answer to question 112 states: "...that I never give false testimony against
anyone, twist no one's words, not gossip or slander, nor join in condemning anyone
without a hearing or without a just cause...should avoid lying and deceit of every kind;
these are devices the devil himself uses and they would call down on me God's intense
anger" etc.
Now a word to the public. We have occupied you for some lime with writing, which is all
a consequence of my first piece (through circumstances not of my doing), published in
DE HOLLANDER of March 21, 1860. Who could have thought that this would have
such consequences? I for one [had not thought] in the least, even remotely, to place the
first piece in DE HOLLANDER. Was it mere coincidence? Should it be attributed to that
exclusively? I leave the answer to these questions to each for free consideration. But,
what is certain, that it has been useful for me, and perhaps also for others, to uncover
matters which had been hidden or had been mysterious for us formerly. But they now
make me see that we do not hold here the position of the Christelijke Afgescheiden
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Gereformeerde church in the Netherlands. I for one hold to the same viewpoint as I did as
a delegate to the first Synod in Amsterdam, in 1836, and in 1837 in Utrecht, and signed
the act of union with all the delegates, and I hope (under God's grace) to continue to hold
that onto my last breath.
Especially you who have belonged to the Christelijk Afgescheidene Gereformeerde
church in the Netherlands, make note once again of your loss. You miss here what the
Walloon French church in the Netherlands still possesses presently and could possess
here likewise. That is: national ecclesiastical independence, in language, etc., etc. You
miss here a church school for the youth, with teachers in the spirit of Art. 21, 44, and 55
of our Church Order, etc., etc. After all, the strange languages are not a blessing for us.
See I. Cor. 14:20, 21. Do not give away your rights (which is your calling, isn't?). You
are responsible to the Lord, for education, teaching and leadership to your children, but
you are not able to keep a watchful eye on it if it takes place in a strange language. And
therefore I give you a concluding plea from Jeremiah 6:16: "Thus saith the Lord, Stand
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, etc."
May the Lord give you light and direct His blessing over all these matters [lit.: one or the
other]. This is the desire and prayer of my heart.
Holland, October 19, 1860.

B. H. Ploeg

[14ella Kennedy, translator,
April 2006]
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